Frequently Asked Questions - APA 6th Edition
There is a new set up for the title page and the abstract – have a look at a simple example on http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ to see the change in the header and the format. [The sample in the manual is incorrect.]
1. Font:

Times New Roman 12 font is now the only accepted font style.  APA no longer accepts Courier.

2. Headings:

BOLD replaces the use of italics in the first three level of headings.
Headings:

BOLDFACE is now used in headings rather than italics.

Level 1 headings are used for major sections of papers.  They are centred in boldface with

all major words capitalised.  There is no punctuation after a Level 1 heading.

Level 2 headings are used for subsections of Level 1 sections of papers.  The heading is

flush left, in boldface, with all major words capitalised.  There is no punctuation after a Level

2 heading.  Text starts on the next line, indented in five spaces.

Level 3 headings are subsections of Level 2 sections.  Level 3 headings start indented five

spaces, like a new paragraph, in boldface.  Only the first word of the heading, first word of

subtitle (if subtitles are used), and proper nouns are capitalised.  Level 3 headings end with a

period. Regular text follows the heading (refer to Table 3.1, APA, 2010, p. 62).  Example

follows.
Level One Heading Capitalises All Words

Level Two Headings Are Subsections of Level One

Level three headings are indented.  Paragraph starts immediate after that in

regular text.

3. If, as in the instance of online material, the source has neither visible paragraph nor page 

numbers, cite the heading and the number of the paragraph following it. This allows the reader to locate the text in the source. For example: 

The patient wrote that she was unimpressed by the doctor’s bedside manner (Smith, 2006, Hospital Experiences section, para. 2). 

4. Two spaces follow a full stop.

5. Margins 2.54 cm all round.

6. Double line spacing is used with the first line of each paragraph indented.  [This does not apply to the Abstract – all lines flush left.]
7. The title should be no more than 12 words in length and do not use abbreviations.

8. If you have the same reference in the same paragraph – if the authors are part of the sentence you do not have to put in the year – but if they are in brackets you do.  See number 16.
9. When doing the reference list, the location is the city and the state for US and Australian publications.

Calfee, R. C., & Valencia, R. R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal publication. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
Russell-Bowie, D. (2005). MMADD about the arts! An introduction to primary arts 


education. South Melbourne, Vic: Pearson Education Australia. 

10. An article with a Digital Objective identifier (DOI) does not need a URL.
Example

Herbst-Damm, K. L., & Kulik, J. A. (2005). Volunteer support, marital status, and the


survival times of terminally ill patients. Health Psychology, 24, 225-229. doi:


10.1037/0278-6133.24.2.225

11. Other Changes for Online Periodicals on Reference Page:

• no longer include retrieval date unless source information may change over time,   e.g., a Wiki, 
• no longer include the names of databases used such as EBSCOHost or ProQuest.
Format as a print citation.  Only if the article is difficult to find, do you put in the name of the database; pages 187-192 in the manual.

Smyth, A. M., Parker, A. L., & Pease, D. L. (2002). A study of enjoyment of peas. Journal of Abnormal Eating, 8(3), 120-125.
12. Six to Seven authors all the names go in BUT

Eight or More Authors [List the first six authors, … and the last author]

Wolchik, S. A., West, S. G., Sandler, I. N., Tein, J.-Y., Coatsworth, D., 


Lengua, L., ... Griffin, W. A. (2000). An experimental evaluation of



theory-based mother and mother-child programs for children of


divorce. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 68, 843-856.
13. Reprinted or republished chapter 

Freud, S. (1961). The ego and the id. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The standard edition of 

the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 19, pp. 3-66). London, UK: 

Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1923) 

14. Retrieval dates are no long necessary for Web sites.

Browning, T. (1993). A brief historical survey of women writers of science fiction. Retrieved

 
from http://www.cwrl.utexas.edu/~tonya/Tonya/sf/history.html
15. Direct quotations

          Many online sources do not provide page numbers so

(a) if you can see paragraph numbers – use those.

(Smith and Jones, 2006, para. 4)

(b) If there are headings but no page numbers or paragraph numbers use that
      (Taylor & Watson, 2004, Discussion section, para. 1)

Citations 

Repeated Citation of Same Source in Same Paragraph (pp. 174-175): In APA 5th Edition the year is dropped when the same source is used in the same paragraph and cannot be confused with other sources.  In APA 6th Edition, if the name of an author appears as part of the narrative (i.e., in text) then the year follows in parentheses and it is not necessary to include the year again when the author’s name is repeated in the narrative of the same paragraph and cannot be confused with any other citations in the same paragraph.  But, any parenthetical references (i.e., the citation appears in parentheses) in the same paragraph should include the year. 

In a recent study of reaction times, Walker (2000) found no interaction amongst variables in the cross-sectional data.  Walker’s research supports the work of others studying similar variables (James & King, 2004; Salinger, 1999).  However, interactions among variables were identified in the longitudinal data (Walker, 2000).

But cop this

However, if the full citation appears in parentheses first, subsequent citations should always present the year along with the author’s last name. 

In a recent study of reaction times, no interaction amongst variables in the cross-sectional data (Walker, 2000).  Walker’s (2000) research supports the work of others studying similar variables (James & King, 2004; Salinger, 1999).  However, interactions among variables were identified in the longitudinal data (Walker, 2000).

16. Always give the page number for quotations or to indicate information from a specific table, chart, chapter, graph, or page.  The word page is abbreviated but not chapter.  For example: 

The painting was assumed to be by Matisse (Powell, 1989, Chapter 6), but later analysis showed it to be a forgery (Murphy, 1999, p. 85). 
17. http://www.nova.edu/library/dils/lessons/apa/correction site.
Figures

· The caption goes beneath the image with the source credited at the end of the caption (Publication Manual, pp. 158-167).
· As in examples, italicise the heading "Figure" and the number. 
Example: From a journal:

Figure 1. Name of Picture. From [Adapted from] “Title of Article,” by A. A. Author and B. B. Author, year, Title of Journal, Volume, p. xx.

Example: From a book:

Figure 2. Name of Picture. From [Adapted from] Title of Book (p. xx), by A. A. Author and B. B. Author, year, Place of Publication: Publisher. 

Tables

· The caption goes above the table, with the source included as a note below the table beginning with the word Note (Publication Manual, pp. 138-141).
Example: From a journal: 

From [Adapted from] “Title of Article,” by A. N. Author and B. D. Author, year, Title of Journal, Volume, p. XX. 

Example: From a book: 
From [Adapted from] Title of Book (p. xx), by A T. Author and T. P. Author, year, Place of Publication: Publisher. 
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